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This Call for Proposals is based on Decision 1718/2006/EC of the European Council of 24/11/2006 on the implementation of a programme of support for the European audiovisual sector (MEDIA 2007). Article 7 of this Decision stipulates that “the programme may support pilot projects to ensure that it adapts to market developments, with a particular emphasis on the introduction and utilisation of information and communication technologies”.

To this effect a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) was created, bringing together "experts designated by the Member States, in response to a proposal by the Commission". The TAG met in February in order to decide the Guidelines for the Call above, particularly in what concerned the areas in which pilot projects should be launched. The resulting Call for proposals was published in the Official Journal OJ C 74 of 31/03/2007 with a deadline on 02/07/2007.
Three action lines were deemed appropriate for pilot projects, namely:

1. Distribution: new ways of creating and distributing European audiovisual content via non linear services;

2. Networked databases of audiovisual content to broaden and strengthen the access and the exploitation of catalogues;
3. Previously funded Projects: Projects which have received funding under a previous MEDIA Plus Pilot Project Call for Proposals
Verification of Eligibility Criteria
The eligibility criteria have been verified by the EACEA Media Unit. The following formal eligibility criteria were verified: 
1.
Compliance with the deadline  

2.
Submission of official application form duly completed and signed

3.
The applicant does not fall within one of the cases of exclusion

4.
The applicant is an eligible organisation

5.
The applicant is registered in one of the participating countries

6.
The project offers a European dimension

7.
The project is addressed to an eligible target group

8.
The project is an eligible action

2 applications (Emmefilm.com Srl, from Italy & Gamersgate AB, from Sweden) were deemed ineligible for non-fulfilment of the European dimension. 

1 application (New Image Impact Srl, from Romania) was considered ineligible for not being an eligible action.

The 8 applications which were found to be in conformity with all the eligibility criteria announced in Call for Proposals EACEA/12/07 were further assessed.

Verification of Selection Criteria

The fulfilment of the selection criteria was examined both by the EACEA MEDIA Unit and the Evaluation Committee.

· Financial Capacity of the Applicant (Stable and Sufficient Financing)

· Operational Capacity
Evaluation of Projects received under Call for Proposals EACEA/12/07
The Committee was nominated on 03/08/2007 by the Delegated Authorising Officer (the Agency Director), Mr G. Gascard.

The members of the Committee were assisted by a Technical Advisory Group of 3 independent experts, drawn from a list of experts designated by the Member States, in response to a proposal by the Commission.
The award criteria, as published in the guidelines, were examined by all members of the Evaluation Committee for each eligible project, from 3rd till 6th September 2007.

During its deliberation, the Evaluation Committee allocated contributions taking into account the requested contribution, the quality of the submitted budget and financing plan, the quality of the project in terms of objectives, target groups, general design and management, the European dimension of the project and the experience of the partners. The marks awarded represent the opinion of the Evaluation Committee on its own responsibility.

The 8 proposals to be assessed emanated from 5 countries: Germany (2), France (2), United Kingdom (2), Bulgaria (1) and Denmark (1). The breakdown of proposals assessed by the Evaluation Committee was for the three action lines, namely distribution, networked databases and previously funded projects (as indicated by the applicant) respectively 3, 2 and 3.

Out of 8 eligible applications submitted under Call for Proposals EACEA/12/07, the 4 applications which obtained the highest marks are proposed to be awarded contracts.

There was a substantial discussion about the level of points awarded to the projects overall. The panel decided that the points awarded (while high in absolute terms) accurately reflected the relative merits of the projects selected. They decided not to modify the level of points.

Following a further substantial discussion the panel proposed to support those projects scoring 65 or more and thus to propose four projects for support. The remaining four eligible projects were proposed for rejection.

Based on the opinion of the experts, it is proposed to grant a financial contribution to 1 new project covering action line 2 (networked databases): GLITNER (€ 242 701) from France.

No new proposal has been retained for action line 1 (distribution).

In what concerns action line 3 (previously funded projects), the Evaluation Committee was provided with the mid-term reports covering the first six months of the previous year. The Evaluation Committee was given the task to evaluate the projects as a whole in terms of their performance to date, adherence to deadlines as provided in their respective work plans and proper use of resources. The Evaluation Committee was asked to assess all previously funded projects together with all new projects in order to assess their suitability for further funding. Based on the opinion of the experts, the Committee proposes to grant a financial contribution to 3 previously funded projects for a total of € 840 794: D-Platform (€ 166 750) from France, Onlinefilm.org (€ 325 000) and MIDAS (€ 349 044), both from Germany.

Including both new and previously funded projects, this Committee proposal covers a total amount of € 1 083 495 from this year’s budget to be allocated to Pilot Projects.

Results of the Evaluation procedure : Evaluation Committee’s recommendations

· 4 projects are recommended for a Commission grant for a total value of € 1 083 495.

· 1 new project is recommended for support 

· 3 projects are deemed ineligible

· 4 projects are recommended for rejection
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